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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Are you ready to ride? Heading out the door today 
to soak up some of that sunshine and talking with 
friends about when and where to ride, made me 
think about our new members in Top Cats. 

Remember when you were a new member and the 
riding season was about to start? Think of the 
thoughts that ran through your mind as you were 
having that cup of coffee before you put your 
leathers on. I did fill up with gas, right? How many 
people are going to be there? What position do I ride 
in? Your mind goes blank when you try to remem-
ber all you learned in G.R.A.S.S. about group rid-
ing. But, as soon as you arrive you breathe a sigh of 
relief when someone calls out your name and "come 
join us!". 

That is the camaraderie that drew you to ride with 
the Top Cats. 

We have a lot to offer our members when they join. 
We have the communication and cooperation within 
our membership to make rides and events with Top 
Cats enjoyable for both new and old members alike. 
We are always open to new ideas and you can easi-
ly talk to any Board member about questions you 
may have about our organization. 

This year is going to be filled with rides and events 
to support. It is going to be a year to ride new roads 
and have new adventures. It is going to be a year to 
see old friends and make new ones. Come ride with 
the Top Cats ! 

Ride Safe 	 

SANDY 

Fun, En,oyment, Camaraderie, Recognition... 
By Cheryl Hemmelgarn 

Let me start by saying Thank You to all the people who 
attended the awards dinner and also to the presenters. I 
had a wonderful time at the dinner and I thought the facil-
ity and food was very good. Gary at Fritzel's took good 
care of us. He was even helping out in the kitchen that 
night. I hope everyone had as much fun as I did. 

For those of you who were unable to attend the dinner 
here is a run down of the 2002 awards and winners. 

Most Top Cat Rides 
Most Memorable Ride 
Sturgis 
Accessorized Rider 
Most Scenic Ride 
ride 
1St President's Ride 
Dedicated Passenger 
Sturgis Award 
Most Miles in 24 Hrs 

Most Miles in 2002 
Charity Ride Recognition 
Quietest Pipes 
Most Improved Rider 
Late to Ride 
Best Prepared Ride 
ride 
Safest Rider 
Gold Rocker Presentation 
Road Captain of 2002 
Best Prepared 
Taz Award 
Rookie of the Year 
Loudest Pipes 
Cleanest Bike 
Customized Bike 
Accessorized Bike 
Member of the Year 

Congratulations to all the winners! Get ready for the 2003 
season. We need someone to beat Carl for Loudest and 
Cleanest bike. What a great excuse to get those new 
pipes. About cleaning the bike all the time? I say let Carl 
have it, I want to RIDE !!! 

(Past President's Comment: From my saddle, this year's Awards 
Banquet was, by far, one of the best events ever conducted by the Top 
Cats and the reason is clear. There is an emerging generation of Top 
Cats, like Cheryl and Pete Hemmelgam who have the passion, the 
drive, and the desire to contribute their time and effort toward keeping 
our Club in the forefront of the motorcycle community in everything we 
do. My sincere thanx to Cheryl and Pete, Bard Boand, Terry Kumro, 
and Ric Case for the "Above and Beyond" effort they put into keeping 
our Club rolling in the fast lane.) 
Let's Roll, 
Traveler 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
Bard Boand - Big 

Bob Brizzolara 
Jim Haase-Fall Color 

Sal Saccomanno 
Kim Helland 
Sandy Vernon 
Lori Hirshman & Don 

Esbjornson 
Larry Scalzitti 
Jessy Fojo 
Bill Wilson 
Chris Heller 
Bob Brizzolara 
Jim Haase-Fall Color 

Windy Krepel 
Ken Glassman 
Bard Boand 
Terry Kumro 
Ric Case 
Ed & Sue Apel 
Carl Hart 
Carl Hart 
Skip Smith 
Rik Lowry 
Wayne Kirkpatrick 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies 

similar interests. 
Chairman, Owners, 

"TOP CATS" of 
and/or countries. 

7/634-6402 

I I IL BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Sandra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com) 

Vice President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 
a heniff@mailstation.com ) 

847/381-5357 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	John Lunde 
(mongerl@hotinalcom) 

815/459-2488 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
(wkirkoa177(&,aol.com ) 

847/854-4137 

Director 	Bard Boand 
(bboandafedex.com) 

847/381-1393 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
(jfraccaro@juno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topeats.org  HOTLINE 0347) 622 -3901 e-mail: topcats mcc@hotinalcom 

NEXT MEETING: May 6, 2003 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Kathy Citko (kc1544@yahoo.com ) 847/918-9464 
Charity Ride 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@uoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/3824269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (ffraccaro@juno.com ) 
Roar 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 

Hotline 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com) 847/776-7845 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net) 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 

847/363-1542 
847/438-4998 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	 CELL # (84'7) 533-5236 

HUMIDIFICATION 
	 P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 
	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDEN77AL / COMMERCIAL 

LANIDY'S CYC1_F_ 

RANDY WEAVER 
	

MILDIMANTRIMINC. 
11013 Route 47 
	

(847) 669-0256 
P.O. Box 516 
	

Fax (847) 669-0772 
Huntley, IL 60142 	 www.randyscycle.com  

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
VAXAVDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



Travelin' Tips 
By Traveler 

Just a thought... Where do they teach us how to read all 
of those highway signs we face when we ride throughout 
the Nation? Like sign colors or odd numbers vs. even 
numbers, mile markers, and exit numbers? 

Well, welcome to Directions 101, a non - credit elective. 
Highway signs provide information through color, location, 
letters and numbers. Understanding the basic highway 
system can help when you're disoriented or just "discover-
ing new routes" (lost). 

Interstate Route Numbers. Route numbers are red, 
white, and blue. 

Interstate highways running north and south 
have odd numbers (1-55, 1-29). East - west inter-
states are even numbered (1-90, 1-70). 

',-,For north-south interstates, route numbers start 
on the west coast and increase on the east coast 
(1-5 on the west coast, 1-95 on the east coast). 

:,,East-west interstate numbers start in the south 
(1-10), and increase as you travel north (1-94). 

Interstate Milemarkers. Interstate highway distances 
are sequentially marked with mileposts indicating the dis-
tance from the start of that highway within that state. 

:-East-west interstates will be even numbered (I-
90) with Milemarker 1 located along that highway, 
one mile from the western border of that state and 
MM250 located 250 miles from that state's west 
border. 

North-south highways will be odd numbered (I-
95) with milemarkers starting at the south border 
of that state and increasing as you travel north. 

Smart riders stay alert to the last milemarker 
they passed so they know their location in an 
emergency. 

Interstate Exit Signs. Two methods of numbering here. 
Inside their borders, some states may use consecutive 
numbering while other states may use the milemarker sys-
tem. 

Consecutive Exits. For north-south interstates, 
using the consecutive exit numbering system, Exit 
1 would start in the south and exit numbers 
increase as you travel north. On east-west inter-
states, Exit 1 would be the first exit in the west. 
Exit numbers increase as you travel east.  

:,-The second, and easiest, method is the mile 
marker numbering system where exit numbers 
are keyed to the milepost. Milemarker numbers 
increase as you go south to north and increase as 
you travel west to east. So, if you want to exit at 
Exit 40, heading north or east, and you just 
passed Exit 10, you are 30miles fronn your exit. 

,,Those big green overhead direction signs on the 
interstate will indicate upcoming highways and 
exits. Typically, if the sign is over the left side of 
the highway, the exit will be left. If it is over the 
right side of the highway, the exit will be right. 

Connecting Route Numbers. Connecting routes are 
part of the interstate system to support traffic in, and 
around, major cities. 

>A three-digit number on a red, white, and blue 
shield (1-294) indicates a highway where major 
interstates intersect. 

If the first  number is an even number (1-495), the 
highway partially, or fully, encircles a city, i.e. 
"Beltways" or "Loops". 

the first number is odd  (1-395), it is a "Spur" and 
will take you into that city. 

::>-The last numbers (1-395) are the interstate to 
which, that spur, bypass, or loop, is connected, in 
this case, 1-95 

If it sounds confusing to you, it is. 	The Interstate 
Numbering System was established back in 1956 with no 
regard, I'm sure, to motorcyclists who can't pull out a map 
at 55 mph. 

Now, if you're wondering why you would even want know 
any of this stuff, picture this scenario... You've been on the 
road for 10 hours, it's 9:00 pm and raining, you're cold, 
wet, and low on fuel as you reach your destination in 
Washington, DC. Your hotel is in downtown DC. As you 
approach DC on 1-95 north at 65 mph to keep fronn being 
run over by traffic, you get a glimpse of three overhead 
signs through your water covered helmet visor (yes, 
Virginia is a helmet state). 1-495 goes to the left, 1-395 
goes straight, and 1-95 goes right. Wouldn't it be nice to 
know instinctively which highway will get you to your warm, 
dry, hotel in downtown DC rather than run out of fuel in the 
rain ? 



TOP CAT ACTIVITIES 
( May - July 2003) 

DATE 	TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION LEADER 
Thu-5/1 	6:30 PM NISRA Recognition Nite Holiday Inn, Crystal Lake S. Vernon 
Sun-5/4 	4:45 AM TC Sunrise Ride Shell-Aptakisic and Milwaukee Ave. T. Malia 
Sun-5/4 	10:00 AM TC G.R.A.S.S Class Village Grill, Buffalo Grove R. Case 
Tue-5/6 	7:30 PM TC General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Mon-5/12 7:30 PM TC Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sat-5/17 	9:00 AM Annual Bike Show/Raffle Suburban HD Palatine HOG 
Sat-5/17 	11:00 AM Annual Bike Blessing Grace United, Naperville Rolling Thunder 
Sun-5/18 	9:00 AM TC Delavan Dog Track Run Egg Harbor, Barrington R. Kostus 
Sun-5/18 	TBD TC Little Angels Ride TBD J. Lunde 
Mon-5/26 Rolling Thunder Washington, DC Rolling Thunder 
Tue-6/3 	7:30 PM TC General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Fri-6/6 IL HOG State Rally Quincy, IL 
Sat-6/7 	TBD NISRA Fishing Classic Bang's Lake, Wauconda C. Prettyman 
Mon-6/9 	7:30 PM TC Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Fri-6/13 	10:00 AM TC Little Sturgis Ride Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Sat-6/21 	TBD TC Summer Solstice Ride TBA D. Schaffer 
Sun-6/22 Palatine HOG Picnic Lake Julia Palatine HOG 
Sun-6/22 Hospital Day Tour Medina Motor Corps 
Tue-7/1 	7:30 PM TC General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Tue-7/1 	8:30 PM River Run Pre-Ride Mtg. Mandile's, Algonquin J. Haase 
Fri-7/4 	8:00 AM TC Mississippi River Run Egg Harbor, Barrington J. Haase 
Mon-7/8 	7:30 PM TC Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-7/13 	TBD TC Prog. Dinner Ride TBD C. Prettyman 
Tue-7/29 	7:30 PM TC General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Wed-7/30 8:00 AM TC Big Sturgis Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 

Bold = Top Cats ride Call the Top Cats Hotline for ride updates (847)622-3501 or visit www.topcats.org . 

CONPAC GROUP 
340 W. BUTTERFIELD ROAD, #2C. 

ELMHURST, IL 60126 

PH: (630) 758-0130 
FX: (630) 758-0135 

EMAIL: don@conpacgroup.com  

www.conpacgroup.com  

Call, fax or email us for a copy of 
• our new 164 page catalog. 

TOP CAT MEMBERS 
We'll Donate 5 % of your order value to 

NISRA 

Over 500 sizes of corrugated 
stock boxes, stretch film, 

carton sealing tape, bubble 
wrap, kraft paper, poly bags, 

and much more. 

If we don't have it `in-stock', 
We'll AAake it for you ! 



Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chair 

Growing Pot 
With the spring rains here a lot of the salt, grime, peb-
bles, sand, and other hazards have been washed off 
the road surfaces. But winter has left its mark in 
other ways 

This is the time of the year when potholes just seem 
to grow bigger, and pop up everywhere you ride. 
What do you do when encountering a pothole? 

If at all possible use a swerving maneuver to avoid it. 
You can increase your chances to executean avoid-
ance maneuver by increasing your following distance 
and space cushion. But what if the pothole covers 
your entire lane, or there's just not enough time to 
perform an avoidance maneuver? 

Grip the handlebars firmly, roll off the throttle grad-
ually as road surfaces and traction conditions per-
mit.Plant your feet firmly on the pegs; rise up slight-
ly off your seat, shifting your weight just slightly to 
the rear to lighten the front - end impact. Use your 
legs as additional shock absorbers as you encounter 
the pothole, try to make initial contact with the hole 
as squarely (perpendicularly) as possible. As you ride 
through the pothole, shift your weight to the front of 
the motorcycle after the front wheel has regained 
contact with good road surface, and then settle back 
into your seat. If the impact to the front end and/or 
tire was severe, pull off at your next safest opportu-
nity to inspect the tire, wheel, front fork, bearings, 
and other components for damage. If the pothole was 
long and deep enough to cause you to scrape the 
under carriage, then inspect the frame, oil pan, and 
any other low hanging components for damage. 

The next time your are riding the same route or any 
route where road repair work has taken place, you 
may find the pothole has been repaired. Be careful to 
avoid loose gravel around the repair patch and watch 
for soft, slippery, oily, surfaces that may be part of the 
repair work. 

Early Sturgis Ride 
By Bob Sgarlata 

Last year, a couple of us Top Cats who had a great time on 
Bard's ride, thought that we might like to make an earlier ride 
out to Sturgis to enjoy the great Black Hills riding before the 
normal Sturgis Week crowds, craziness and prices, then meet up 
with Bard's group on Friday. Since we first discussed this, sev-
eral Top Cats have mentioned that they may be interested in 
making this Early Sturgis Ride. So given this could grow to be 
more than just a couple of bikes, it was decided that the ride 
should be made under Top Cats decorum and standards of con-
duct. To that end, Jim Heniff, Top Cats 'Vice President and 
Senior Road Captain, has agreed to lead the ride. 

Now, to let the Top Cats know about the 'Early Sturgis Ride', 
Jim Heniff and I have developed the ride plan below. We want 
a fun ride that easily gets us out to the Sturgis area by Tuesday 
aftemoon, July 29. I have included some important hotel infor-
mation below because rooms in Spearfish Canyon are going 
fast. Here's the initial ride plan: 

On Sunday morning, July 27, we'll meet at the Gas/Food Center 
at the off-ramp of the NW Tollway & Route 20 (1st exit after 
Rt. 47, Huntley). Then we'll head west on Route 20, stopping 
every hour or so along the way and spending the night in Iowa. 
Hotel TBD. We'll hit the road early Monday, July 28, riding to 
Valentine, Nebraska, spending the night and have a great meal 
in a neat town. Hotel TBD. On Tuesday morning, 7/29, we'll 
depart Valentine for an easy day's ride, arriving in Spearfish 
Tues. mid-afternoon. 

From Wednesday thru Friday morning we'll stay in Spearfish at 
The Spearfish Canyon Resort & Lodge. We have negotiated a 
special Top Cats rate of $99 per night! There are a limited num-
ber of rooms! Check their web site: http://www.spfcanyon.com/ 
The place is beautiful! Call Linda Allers for reservations: 1- 
800-439-8544 x100. There were only two of the $99 rooms left 
when I last checked! There is a large smoking room for $159 
per night and a rustic cabin with two bedrooms for $295 per 
night. Here's some alternate hotels: Spearfish Holiday Inn: 605- 
642-4683, Spearfish Fairfield Inn: 605-642-3500. Check out 
http://ratesandavailability.com/findcity.cfm/_Spearfish_SD,  for 
more Spearfish hotels. 

From Wednesday thru Friday morning (7/30 thru 8/1) we'll do 
some great scenic riding, spend time in Deadwood, Devils 
Tower, Sturgis and all the sites to the northwest of Sturgis. On 
Friday, 8/1 we'll checkout of the Spearfish hotels and move 
southeast to Rapid City to the Alex Johnson, the official Top 
Cats hotel. We'll meet up with Bard's group and stay at the Alex 
Johnson for the remainder of the trip. 

We'll join Bard's group for Saturday & Sunday rides and visits 
to Sturgis. This will be the first weekend of Sturgis Week and 
all the vendors will be in business and eager for your money! 
Stay as long as you like -- departure date & return hotel up to 
each rider. If you're interested, please let Jim Heniff, Sandy 
Vemon, Charles Walgreen or me know. We'll want your input 
on the ride plans. Thanks! 

Ride (Trouble) Free! 	 Ride safe! 
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*Motorcycles* *Cars* 
*Snowmobiles* 	 *Boats* 
*Trucks* 	*Planes* *And More* 

Custom &wing 
Patches, Rippers a Znaps 

Custom Body jewelry 
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10°/0 of all sales goes to NISRA 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 

Call Jim Elder @Lield Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  

c.  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

MOBILE DETAILINe 

WE COME TO YOU  

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
81S-678-4200 

5 

5  

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 600106847-382-3474 

HULDEN  
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

rflikey's Trihey'5 &wing 

rffihev 	847-358-3167 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

AMERICAQ  
_ff—VOPEN ROAD ANNI 

AY, CA, r7RST NOTOPCTCL 

SPECIALMR4G IN AMERICAN 	MakoRCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

PRE- RIDING SEASON 
check list: 
By Bard Boand 

Its April, the snow is melting, and its time to ride. DO YOU ALL 
HAVE YOUR "STUFF" together? It' s been a long winter, not 
much focus on motorcycling, and lots of stuff has either expired 
or gone un-attended to. 

* INSURANCE. Is it current and do you have the required proof 
of insurance card safely stored on / in your bike? 

* VEHICLE REGISTRATION/plate/sticker/registration card? 
Many of us took delivery of our bikes in the spring, that means 
your vehicle registration expires in the spring. 

* TOWING SERVICE. Every biker needs a full service nation-
wide towing service with an 800 number you can call 24/7 to 
come get rescued out on die open road 500 miiles from home. 
HOG has an excellent Road Side Assistance program now avail-
able with your membership, and has some additional upgrades 
available. Call 800-CLUB-HOG. The AMA also has a good one 
called MOW-TOW for an additional reasonable charge to their 
regular membership. For AMA (American Motorcycle 
Association), call 614-856-1900. The important thing is to have 
a service that is motorcycle friendly, and promised to have the 
right equipment for moving motorcycles available, and AAA does 
not.. 

* ATLAS....do you have one in your saddle bag? 

* DEALER LISTING: Do you have a nationwide listing of the 
dealers that service your brand. (If you own a Harley, and belong 
to HOG, the HOG Atlas has a listing). This list should also be 
with your important papers carried ON YOUR BIKE. 

*EMERGENCY / MEDICAL INFORMATION:. Carry a card 
or paper in your wallet, AND on your bike with all the informa-
tion you would want someone to have if you were laying un-con-
sious along the side of the road. Full Name and address, phone 
number (s) Employer and Employer Medical Insurance if applic-
able; Social Security Number, Blood Type, Allergies, Medications 
and doseage, Wife / Husband name and contact info, Next of 
kin (other than wife/husband) who never rides with you, and 
Lawyer name and number. Carry a copy in your wallet, one with 
your motorcycle papers, and one taped to the back side of your 
tour pak lid if you have a bagger. 

Top Cats' Business 
Directory... 

...is currently under construction. This is 
going to be a great business-networking 
tool. Get your business listed. Deadline 
for submissions is April 30, 2003. The 
Dimensions for the ads are 1.5" by 
5.25". We can accept your layout in 
Quark Express, Adobe Illustrator or 
Microsoft word. 

Any questions contact lrvvin Dammers @ 
Eclipse Media Group; 
Office phone: (847) 793-1836, 
e-mail: idammers@eclipsemediagroup.com.  

Oh, and one final thing, dont forget to attend at least ONE 
GRASS CLASS within your first year of membership. The next 
one is May 4th. 

Plan ahead by following the above info, and when the un-expect-
ed happens, the outcome will not be unexpected and should be 
very predictable vs. not having all of the above info. 

Have a great riding season! 



MINUTES OF APRIL 2003 
GENERAL MEETING 

John Lunde — Secretary 

President - Sandra Vernon brought the meeting 
to order and passed the floor over to Wayne 
Kirkpatrick who led the membership in a moment of 
silence for the troops serving in Iraq. 

Jim Haase introduced his guest, Randy Braun. 
Vice President - Jim "Iceman" Heniff encour-

aged membership to enroll in the AMA and ABATE. 
The floor was then handed over to Jim Haase — 
Activities Chairman who updated the members on 
upcoming rides. Jim added that although the Ride 
Calendar is Full it is not closed to additional activities. 

Treasurer - Don Schaeffer informed the mem-
bership that a copy of the Financial Statements of the 
club is available to those interested. ROAR advertis-
ing renewals have just begun. 

Secretary — John Lunde introduced Cathy 
Citko — Membership Chairman. Cathy asked everyone 
to check with her on his or her membership status or 
to update information for the roster. If anyone wants a 
current copy of the Roster, just contact Cathy. 

Director — John Fraccaro stated that the web-
site is up and running. If there are any ideas or sug-
gestions just forward them to John. John added that 
Jim Haase has taken over the operations of the 
Hotline. John thanked Rob Mann who ran the Hotline 
since its inception many years ago. 

Director — Bard "Judge" Boand presented a 
recap of the Awards Dinner. There were 23 Awards 
presented that night of which one half went to new 
members or first time recipients. Pete Hemmelgren — 
Awards Dinner Co-Chairman thanked those who 
attended the event and introduced the rest of the 
Awards Committee. Ric Case re-presented the 
Member of the Year Award to Wayne "Traveler" 
Kirkpatrick. Bard introduced this years Products Co-
Chairs of Janet Riddick and Lori "Stormy" 
Hirschman. Bard added that the Products committee 
still has t-shirts and flags for sale and also passed out 
cards for UR-ON-IT. Sandy added that UR-ON-IT can 
logo anything that the membership would want to 
bring. Bard ended with a brief presentation on Little 
Sturgis and Big Sturgis updates. More information is 
available on our website for both of these and other 
events. 

Director — Jim "Taz" Krepel introduced Ric 
Case for this months safety tip. Ric re-visited his 

March ROAR article on the corrective action for an 
evasive maneuver. The next GRASS class will be 
Sunday, May 4th following the Sunrise Ride. Ric 
added that all members should submit their beginning 
mileage to the Awards Committee. Ken "Hawkeye" 
Glassman stated that in a recent article he researched 
on tire pressure that a Dunlop Engineer suggested 
maintaining tire pressure just 2 lbs. under the stated 
maximum pressure indicated on the tire. Ken added, 
take this advice cautiously. 

Director — Chuck Prettyman presented a letter 
that Jim McRoy put together to solicit Corporate 
Sponsors for the upcoming Charity Ride. The Charity 
Committee will be purchasing a 2003 Black Harley 
Davidson Road King Classic for this year's raffle. 
Chuck added that Gary Brandt and Motorola donated 
100 Motorola "Free Charge" wind-up cellular phone 
batteries to be sold to benefit the Charity Ride. This 
charger with a flashlight and four different phone 
adapters has a value of $150 and our membership can 
purchase them for $20 each! Brian Shahinian from 
NISRA informed the membership of the NISRA 
Recognition Night on May 1st. Contact Sandra 
Vernon for tickets. Brian also went over some other 
NISRA dates that the Top Cats are invited to. Chuck 
finished with showing the membership a prototype of 
the Top Cats Charity Ride Poster and asking for help 
from everyone to help display the bike and sell tickets. 

Our Guest Speaker was Irene & Rob Mann of 
OneSetPrice Marketing. Irene presented the opportu-
nity of Phone Card marketing with their product. 
Sample cards were passed out and if renewed 
(recharged), $4 per renewal will be donated to 
NISRA. Any questions or inquiries please contact 
Irene or Rob Mann. 

ROAR — Wayne Kirkpatrick asked that all 
ROAR submissions be in by the 13th this month. 

Lori Hirchman will be conducting a Business 
Exchange after tonight's meeting. Anyone interested 
in attending is invited. 

Sandra Vernon stated that Irwin Dammers is 
putting together a Top Cats Business Directory. Tom 
Lonze has MIA/POW flags available for purchase and 
Chuck Prettyman announced that there would be a 
Charity Meeting following the general meeting. 

The 50/50 was conducted with T-Shirts being 
won by Vince O'Leary and Larry Scalzetti. Emil 
Kornecki won the $92 cash prize. Meeting adjourned. 



How 'Bout Some Help? 
By 0.J. Simpson 

Hey Fellow Top Cats! I'm putting together a 
grab bag for all the N.1.S.R.A. participants at the 
Spring Fishing Classic on Saturday, June 7th. 
So, please bring, to the next Top Cats' meeting 
on May 6, any hats, t-shirts, do-rags, bandan-
nas, flags, etc, that have been sitting in your 
closet for years and you no longer want. 
(Anything that you think one of the N.1.S.R.A. 
participants would really like.) Thank you for 
your help! 

Woof! Woof! Woof! 
By Ron Kostus 

It's been said amongst some members of the 
Top cats that Ron Kostus is going to the dogs. 
Yes he is, to the Lake Delavan Dog Track that is! 
Please keep Sunday May 18 th. open for the Top 
Cats first dog track run. As usual it's open to all 
current members and their invited guests. 

The run will begin at about 9:00a.m. from Egg 
Harbor in Barrington. We'll take a leasurely 
drive to a terrific brunch at Chapel Hill Country 
Club. After stuffing our bellies we'll try to can-
nonball it up through Lake Geneva on to the dog 
track. If you haven't done this before you're in 
for a fun afternoon. Betting is optional, but only 
adds to the pleasure. 

Everyone will receive an update via e-mail as we 
get closer to the date of the event. I'd appreci-
ate you responding so that adequate seating 
can be provided at the restaurant. I look forward 
to seeing and riding with you all ! 

847-622-3501 
Top Cats Hotline 

847-622-3501 
By Jim Haase 

Note to self: 	Enter 847-622-3501 in my mobile 
phone. 
Note to self (2): Enter 847-622-3501 in my speed dial 
at the office. 
Note to self (3): Commit 847-622-3501 to memory 

In addition to upcoming events, use of the Top Cats 
Hotline is now expanded to include up-to-the-minute ride 
status. 

Some Top Cat rides (Little Sturgis, River Run, Charity 
Ride, etc.) are "rain or shine'' rides, meaning the ride is on 
no matter what the weather. Some rides, however, are 
weather dependent. Obviously, if there's a torrential 
downpour on April 19th at noon, the Famous Freddie's 
Lunch Run will be cancelled. Clearly, if there's a miracle 
blizzard on June 21st at 4:00 PM, the Summer Solstice 
Ride will be rescheduled. 
But how do you know? What about the "tweeners"-those 
rides that are "iffy" because of possible weather develop-
ments? Glad you asked. The answer is simple: CALL 
THE HOTLINE - 847 -622 -3501 !! 

The Top Cats Hotline is now the absolute, no-doubt-about-
it single source of information for the latest in ride status. 
Call the Hotline the morning of a ride and you'll know for 
sure whether the ride is on or off, based upon the weath-
er or other emergency considerations. 

Note to self (4): Bite the bullet and do the cuddle thing 
afterward increases the probability of getting a shore 
pass to go ride later that morning. 



APRIL 2003 BOARD 	 SUNRISE RIDE 
MEETING MINUTES 

John Lunde — Secretary 

President Sandra Vernon called the meeting to 
order at Duke's Bar & Grill in Wauconda. Those in 
attendance were Vice President — Jim Heniff, Treasurer 
— Don Schaeffer, Secretary — John Lunde, Past 
President/ROAR — Wayne Kirkpatrick, Directors; John 
Fraccaro, Bard Boand, Jim Krepel, Chuck Prettyman, 
Safety — Ric Case, Charity/Website — Sal Saccamano, 
Activities — Jim Haase. 

Jim Heniff presented Jim Haase and discussed 
updates to the ride calendar. 

John Lunde presented the membership appli-
cation of Steve Barclay to the Board. He was approved 
as a Full Member and Jim Heniff assigned his sponsor. 

Don Schaeffer indicated that the financials are 
ready and available. Don added that the Charity Ride 
financials would be incorporated into the clubs books. 
ROAR advertising renewals are slowly coming in at 
present. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick stated that the deadline for 
ROAR is the 13th this month. Wayne presented Sal 
Saccamanno with a patch from last years Presidents 
Ride out to Washington, D.C. 

Bard Boand indicated that he would get Cathy 
from UR-ON-IT to attend our membership meeting to 
present their services. Bard thanked the Awards 
Committee for an outstanding Dinner last month and 
indicated that there will be a transitional meeting for 
the Awards Committee on April 22nd. 

John Fraccaro stated he has received many 
positive comments on the new website. Any comments 
or suggestions for improvement should be directed to 
John. 

Jim Krepel stated there is a GRASS class on 
may 4th. Ric Case will present an overview next 
month on the Lakeshore Harley Davidson Safety Class 
that was attended last month. 

Chuck Prettyman added that there are plenty of 
the Motorola Free Charge's available for purchase at 
$20 each. Chuck also presented the Corporate Package 
that the Charity Committee is working on. 

Sandra reminded everyone of the NISRA 
Recognition Dinner on May 1st. Tickets are $15 each 
and can be purchased from Sandra. 

Meeting Adjoined.  

By Tom Malia 

As a transplanted Chicagoan I have come to love our city 
of "broad shoulders". However, now that we have moved 
our offices to suburbia, I spend far too little time in our 
beautiful city. It is a hassle what with traffic and all. And 
the thought of riding a motorcycle in all that traffic is not 
my idea of cruising the open road. I suspect this is a 
dilemma that affects many of you. Therefore, the upcom-
ing Sunrise Ride, led by Senior Road Captain Sandy 
Vernon and Tom Malia, will be a great way to deal with 
this dilemma. 

We are going to leave the tranquil suburban countryside 
at 5:00 AM and ride the traffic-free freeways-which 
should be kind of neat when there is so little traffic-to the 
Lincoln Park waterfront. There we will enjoy what will 
hopefully be a beautiful, cloud free sunrise at 5:44 AM 
CDT. (When is the last time you saw a sunrise?) From 
there we are going to head south on the famous Lake 
Shore Drive, which should be a beautiful traffic free ride. 
We will ride down to Jackson Park and then head back 
north, past McCormick Place, past the new Soldier Field, 
which definitely takes some getting used to aesthetically, 
past Meigs Field, through the Museum Campus, past 
Navy Pier, back up through Lincoln Park and the zoo and 
then head back south on Michigan Ave. to the Gold 
Coast. In that traffic will be light at that time of day, we 
should be able to proceed at our own pace and stop 
where people so desire for pictures or whatever. 

Two of our kids have invited- OK I did have to encourage 
them a bit- us all to have breakfast with them in their 
apartment party room. Further, my lovely wife, who 
prefers to not spend much time on motorcycles, has 
agreed to help out with the cooking. So after this beauti-
ful riding adventure, we will have a relaxing home cooked 
breakfast. 

If the weather cooperates, this should absolutely be a fun 
and interesting experience. And the amazing part is that, 
if so desired, people can enjoy this ride and breakfast 
and still be back in suburbia by 10:00 in the morning-to 
go to church, the G.R.A.S.S. class or whatever else 
"floats your boat" on Sunday morning. 

If you have not already done so, please RSVP to our 
Activities Chairman Jim Haase at jimhaase@attbi.com  or 
Tom Malia at tnnalia@cfalp.com . If you have questions, 
contact Tom or visit the Top Cats web site at www.top-
cats.org  for more information. 

Note: Your sunglasses are not very useful/effective 
before sunrise. Remember to bring eye protection more 
appropriate for pre-sunrise riding. 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

NORTON'S BACK! The old Norton marque is back after 30+ 
years of legal wrangling. Operating out of Oregon, Norton 
America, is deep into engine development. Current plans are to 
have a limited release of 100 Norton Commandos, (952cc!), in 
2004. Hmmm if Norton is back, could Ralph be far behind? 

CENTENARIANS. 2003 marks the 100th anniversary of Harley - 
Davidson but....the global motorcycle community also congratu-
lates Husqvarna of Swedish origin on their 100th anniversary. 
Now owned by Cagiva, Husky is a thoroughbred racing machine 
with 63 world titles in off-road competition. 

WILL IT EVER STOP? New Mexico has a bill before their 
Legislature that would allow the involuntary  harvesting of organs 
from any motorcyclist who doesn't wear a helmet and is declared 
brain dead as a result of an accident. You can't do that with ani-
mals, let alone people!! Need a new lddney? Go ldll a biker and 
take his. Disgusting!! !!!! 

BAD MARKETING. Suzuki has launched a new 110cc scooter in 
accident - plagued Vietnam, Thailand, and Indonesia, called the 
Smash. What next, a soft drink named Sewage, bread named 
Crumble, diapers named Leaks,or how about a line of cutlery 
called Gash? 

BAD LAWS. Portland, OR joins Daytona Beach, FL and , the 
state of Maine in pursuing new noise ordinances to target loud 
pipes. The new concept replaces the decibel - level measurement 
and subjectively states that...no one on a public right -of-way 
could operate any noise-creating device in such a manner 
that the public's attention is drawn to the source of the 
noise. It would also prohibit...rapid throttle advance and/or 
revving of an internal combustion engine resulting in 
increased noise from the engine. Wouldn't a horn fall into the 
category of a noise-making device that would draw the public's 
attention to the source of the noise? Don't sneeze too loud in 
Florida, Oregon, or Maine! 

SNEEZING. Riding with a cold or an active allergy can detract 
from your ability to safely operate a motorcycle...really...think 
about it. You're not as mentally sharp and when you sneeze, you 
close your eyes. Safety agencies have done extensive studies and 
found that riding with your eyes closed can be hazardous???? 
Now, add to this fact that, the most common drug found in autop-
sies of pilots who have crashed, is antihistamines. 
Antihistamines can make you sleepy and impair brain function 
even if you don't feel sleepy. Damned if you do, damned if 
don't? Try meds without antihistamines to be on the safe side. 

RIDE FOR KIDS. Many of us ride this event every year under the 
encouragement of Top Cats like Bernie Weiss and Vito Racanelli, 
who co-chairs the local Ride For Kids. Over 16,000 riders, 
nationwide, raised more than $3 1 million for the Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Foundation. We're proud that each year, we have 40-50 
Top Cats participate in this event and that a local club, the Gold 

Wing Road Riders Association, IL G2, of Gurnee won the Top 
Chapter/Club award this year. Congratulations to Doc Racanelli 
and to GWRRA, IL G2. 

ROLLING THUNDER. The annual Ride to The Wall over the 
Memorial Day weekend commences in California May 13 and 
culminates in the World's largest annual motorcycle parade in 
Washington, DC. This is not an official Top Cats' ride however, 
some Top Cats are leaving for DC on May 21, some on May 22, 
and some on May 23. If you're interested in details, contact 
Traveler or Tom "Keeper" Lonze. 

Biker Culture 
Biker truisms??? 

Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day; teach 
that person to ride a motorcycle and they'll never bother you 
again. 

Some people are like slinkies...not really good for any-
thing but, you still enjoy seeing them fall down the stairs. 

What's a "Family" restaurant? One that has an argu-
ment going on at every table. 

With the proliferation of camcorders, you don't hear 
much about UFO sightings anymore, do you? 

Why is it that, a slight tax increase costs you $300+ and 
a substantial tax cut saves you $20? 

Forty years ago people took acid to make the world look 
weird. Now the world is weird and people take Prozac to make 
it look normal. 

Ever notice that "Opening Day" means baseball in 
Chicago and the start of Bass Season in Arkansas? 

Dumb Question of the Month: Lady to butcher: "Do 
these Turkeys get any bigger?" Butcher: "No ma'am, they're 
dead." 

And remember, when you're feeling blue, just start 
breathing again. 



Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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